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Flutists Marianne Gedigian & Jim Walker

Conductor Mike Bankhead
Dr. James M. Bankhead became the Music 
Department Head at Utah State University 
in July  2011. He was previously Director of 
the School of Music at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville, Texas. He received 
his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from The 
Catholic University of America, a Master of 
Arts from Central Michigan University and a 
Bachelor of Music from Utah State University. 

He was the Chair of the Music Department at California State 
University, Chico from 1994 to 2006. In addition to his administrative 
leadership, he was director of bands, masters degree advisor and 
conductor of the Opera Workshop orchestra. He is a frequent guest 
conductor, clinician and music specialist at music events throughout the 
country. He was also Executive Director of the Green Bay Symphony 
Orchestra after completing  22 years of military service in the U.S. Air 
Force. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after serving  as Commander/
Conductor of the United States Air Force Band in Washington 1985-
1991 and Deputy Commander/Assistant Conductor of that organization 
from 1976-1985. Prior to that, he was Chief of Bands and Music for the 
Air Force stationed at the Pentagon. He has conducted in all 50 states 
and 18 foreign countries.  In June 2015, he retired from Utah State.

Marianne Gedigian
Marianne Gedigian, holder of the 
Butler Professorship in Music at The 
University of Texas at Austin Butler 
School of Music, was a regular per-
former with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra for over a decade. As 
Principal Flute with the Boston Pops 
Esplanade Orchestra, Ms. Gedigian has been heard on 
dozens of recordings and Evening at Pops television 
broadcasts. She has also been heard on several John 
Williams’ movie scores, including “Saving Private Ryan” 
and “Schindler’s List.”

This is her third appearance at the American Band College 
where she presents lectures for the entire ABC class of 
nearly 200 band directors. In 2012 she was the featured 
soloist on the July 4th concert and has also made two appear-
ances as soloist with the four high school honor bands at our 
Western International Band Clinic in Seattle.

Marianne Gedigian and Jim Walker

Jim Walker
Jim Walker has performed to 
great acclaim with some of the 
finest classical and non-classical 
artists of our time. These include 
James Galway, Leonard Bernstein, 
Wayne Shorter, Dudley Moore 
and Paul McCartney. 

He is currently Coordinator of Flute at the University 
of Southern California Thornton School of Music. In 
1985 he created the jazz quartet group called Free Flight. 
You can hear Mr. Walker’s beautiful playing on hun-
dreds of movies such as “A Beautiful Mind,” “Tangled,” 
“Titanic,” “Far & Away,” “Monsters, Inc.” and on the 
sound tracks of almost all of the “Indiana Jones” films.

This is his fifth appearance at the American Band 
College dating back to 1996. He also presents flute 
clinics for all the attending ABC director/masters candi-
dates. In addition, he has been the featured soloist with 
the four 150-member Western International Band Clinic 
high school honor bands on three separate occasions.



Conductor Frank Ticheli
Dr. Frank Ticheli was born in Monroe, Louisiana. He graduated from L.V. Berkner 
High School in Richardson, Texas and earned a Bachelor of Music in Composition from 
Southern Methodist University. He went on to receive his master’s and doctoral degrees 
in composition from the University of Michigan, where he studied with William Albright, 
Leslie Bassett, George Wilson, and William Bolcom. 

Subsequently, Ticheli was an Assistant Professor of Music at Trinity University in San 
Antonio, Texas. There, he served on the board of directors of the Texas Composers Forum 
and was a member of the advisory committee for the San Antonio Symphony’s “Music of 
the Americas” project. From 1991 to 1998, Ticheli was composer-in-residence with the 
Pacific Symphony Orchestra in Orange County, California. Since 1991, he has been a 
Professor of Composition at the University of Southern California’s Thornton School of 

Music. In 2011, he endowed the “Frank Ticheli Composition Scholarship” to be awarded each year to an incoming graduate student 
in composition.

Grants and commissions for Ticheli’s works have come from Chamber Music America, the American Music Center, Pacific Sym-
phony, Pacific Chorale, Worldwide Concurrent Premieres, Inc., Prince George’s Philharmonic Orchestra, Adrian Symphony, City 
of San Antonio, Stephen F. Austin State University, University of Michigan, Trinity University, the Indiana Bandmasters Association 
and many others.

Tonight marks his third appearance at the American Band College

Conductor Loras Schissel
Loras John Schissel has served as conductor of the Blossom Festival Band since 1998. He also regularly conducts the Blossom Festi-
val Orchestra.  Mr. Schissel has travelled throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia conducting orchestras, bands, and choral 
ensembles in a broad range of musical styles and varied programs. A native of New Hampton, Iowa, Loras John Schissel studied 
brass instruments and conducting with Carlton Stewart, Frederick Fennell, and John Paynter. In the years following his studies at 
the University of Northern Iowa, Mr. Schissel has distinguished himself as a prominent conductor, orchestrator, and musicologist. 
He has just completed his 20th season as founding music director of the Arlington-based Virginia Grand Military Band, an ensemble 
comprised of current and former members of the four major U.S. service bands. In 2005, Mr. Schissel was elected to membership in 
the prestigious American Bandmasters Association.

As a composer and orchestrator, Mr. Schissel has created an extensive catalogue of over 500 works for orchestra, symphonic wind 
band and jazz ensemble, published exclusively by Ludwig/Masters Music. Loras is a senior musicologist at the Library of Con-
gress and a leading authority on the music of Percy Aldridge Grainger, Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein, and Boston Symphony 
Orchestra conductor Serge Koussevitzky. Schissel and John Philip Sousa IV (great-grandson of the 
composer) recently co-authored a book titled The Stars and Stripes Forever in conjunction with 
the Sousa-Schissel book. Mr. Schissel is currently writing a study of the famed impresario Sergei 
Diaghilev. He has appeared as conductor of All-State music festivals and of festival bands and 
orchestras in more than thirty states. He regularly visits Baldwin Wallace University as conductor of 
the Summer Band Camp there. He frequently appears with the Patriot Band of Avon Lake, Strongs-
ville Community Band, Lakewood Hometown Band, and the Packard Band of Warren, Ohio. In July 
2008, Mr. Schissel made his debut with “Pershing’s Own,” the United States Army Band, on the 
steps of the U.S. Capitol.



Origin
The above is one of the most-remembered phrases in movies of 
yesteryear. But for the American Band College, it is also a play on 
words that well serves a very unique project.

“Play It Again” also refers to an oft-used phrase that music teach-
ers repeat in rehearsals; but for ABC’s purposes it relates to the 
idea of being able to play a donated, high quality instrument year 
after year. The “Sam” part is a perfect way for us to recognize 
ABC’s  host in Huntsville, Texas: Sam Houston State University, a 
school often simply referred to as Sam.

The Project
The program was kicked off by a $10,000 donation from Al and 
Gladys Wright three years ago. The earnings from that fund were 
used a year ago to fill a major void by purchasing a very high-quali-
ty digital piano. Problem solved with $2000 in earnings.

 For many of our candidates, transportation costs to ship large 
instruments to the Rogue Valley from 40 states and  half-a-dozen 
foreign countries each summer are simply too  high (up to $400 to 
ship a tuba to and from Ashland). So, the American Band College 
is finding ways to make available  high quality, large instruments 
for use by masters candidates each year.

The Progress
Donations since 2014 have resulted in $25,000 in earnings that 
have gone to solving a huge problem for 2015 when we need to 
have 8 tubas on hand. Just this month we have purchased some 
high quality used instruments that cut out needs in half. But, we 
still need another $200,000 in instruments to acquire a complete 
second set of all percussion instruments as well as large woodwind 
and brass instruments.

The Match Up
With the donations received this past year, we’ve linked up 
master’s candidates playing the instruments purchased with those 
who helped us out. We expect to see several of those people at one 
or both of our concerts. With the students hearing “Play It Again, 
Sam” from the donors,  all those instruments will get a great work-
out and we can do a match up between the players and the donors. 

Play It Again Instrument Project
Platinum Level	 ($5000)
This level makes it possible for ABC to purchase tubas, 
baritone saxophones, and bassoons.

Gold Level  ($3000)
This level makes it possible for ABC to purchase bass 
clarinets, tenor saxophones, and melodic percussion.

Silver Level  ($1000)
This level makes it possible for ABC to purchase certain 
melodic percussion and high-quality used instruments.

Instrument Donation Level
If you own a high quality instrument you would like to do-
nate to ABC as a tax deduction, this is another valuable way 
to help this project. Should the instrument not be needed 
for use by ABC, we will, with the donor’s permission, do-
nate it to a worthy school program for beginning band.

Once you donate to “Play It Again, Sam” we will connect 
you with the master’s candidate, band director who will 
use the instrument throughout the remainder of his or her 
tenure in our program.

Here’s another even simpler way:

Max McKee just completed his 300-page book called 
“Banned Stories.” Buy a copy of the online flipbook 
version for only $30. The entire amount will go to our 
endowment fund as a donation. Or, purchase the hard-
bound, printed book for $100 and receive a an auto-
graphed copy complete with DVD for the more than 50 
videos of stories being told by the giants of the band....
sorry banned...profession. Simply purchase one tonight 
before you leave the concert.  Remember:

Western International Band Clinic, Inc is a 
501(c)(3) Non-profit Corporation

And your donation is tax deductible

“Play It Again, Sam”  



Items that Support the ABC Endowment

Banned Stories —The Book
 Banned Stories is a 300-page book.
 Available as an internet online FlipBook for only $30.*
 Available as a hard-bound book with DVD for $100.*

 Pick up a copy before leaving the concert tonight.
 Cash or credit card. Or purchase online at:
   www.bandworld.org (featured products, right side)

 * �All proceeds above production cost are tax deductible: $30 of the $30 online book 
and $70 of the $100 hard-bound book.

   

   All proceeds go to the “Play It Again, Sam” fund of ABC.

Banned Stories includes over 100 classic renditions you won’t believe. Incrim-
inating, hilarious and sometimes outrageous tales about bands and the people 
who direct them. Collected by Max McKee over 40 years of band directing...
sorry...banned directing. 

Includes funny and embarrassing behind the scenes tales told by and about the 
best in the business. Moving stories that may bring a tear and others that will 
leave you astonished!

ABC DVDs
Enjoy the ABC concerts in your own living 
room. Purchase the DVDs today in the 
lobby after the concert.

Special price tonight $20

Over two-and-a-half hours of video cover-
age from the Craterian and 4th of July 
concerts 2013 or 2014. Or order the 2015 
DVD.

ABC 2013 CDs
Listen to the 3-CD set of concert music 
from our special 25th Celebration 
concerts. Purchase the CDs today in the 
lobby after the concert.

Special price tonight $25

3 hours of audio from 2013.
Or order the 2015 CDs.

ABC 2014 CDs
Listen to the 4-CD set of concert mu-
sic from our 2014 concerts. Purchase 
the CDs today in the lobby after the 
concert.

Special price tonight $25

3 hours of audio from 2014
Or order the 2015 CDs.



M. Max McKee
ABC Organization

Editor of Bandworld Magazine  and co-
founder of Western International Band 
Clinic, he is Professor Emeritus of Music 
at Southern Oregon University where he 
served as Director of Bands from 1967 
to 1994. He is founder and Executive 
Director of The American Band College 
masters degree program.

He also continues as a Western 
International Band Clinic Board mem-
ber, has served on the Oregon Arts 
Commission, and is a member of the 
Sousa Foundation Board of Directors. 

He received the NBA Citation of 
Excellence and is a two-time recipient of 
the Sousa Foundation’s Sudler Certificate 
of Merit. In 1999, he was inducted into 
the Northwest Bandmasters Association 
and received the Sousa Foundation’s 
highest award, The Medal of Honor. He is 
a 1981 elected member of the prestigious 
American Bandmasters Association, host-
ed its 1988 national convention in Ashland 
and served on its Board of Directors from 
2000-2002. Max was also presented the 
Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic’s 
Music Industry Award, the A.A. Harding 
Award by the ASBDA and the World 
of Music Award from the Women Band 
Directors International.

Cover photo: Taiko drums 2014,
Gabriel, Shew, Doc in 2013
Frank Ticheli in 2011

Scott McKee 
ABC Organization

A Western International Band Clinic 
staff member since 1990, Scott assumed 
the full-time position of Managing 
Director of the American Band College 
and Organizing Chairman for Western 
International Band Clinic in 2002. He 
holds a bachelors degree in music educa-
tion from Southern Oregon University 
and a master’s degree through the 
American Band College (1998). 

He taught many years in the public schools 
of Oregon (Scappoose and Springfield), 
where the concert bands received superior 
ratings at each performance. In his cur-
rent position, Scott is Managing Director 
of Western International Band Clinic and 
the American Band College. He is also a 
full-time employee of Sam Houston State 
University, which hosts the ABC program. 

In 2004, he was elected  Associate 
Member of the American Bandmasters 
Association and is active on the Associates 
Committee as its Vice-Chair. He currently 
works annually with the Pacific Honours 
Ensemble Program, a cooperative endeav-
or that brings top students in Australia to 
Seattle for WIBC and  the most outstand-
ing Western International Band Clinic 
students to Australia.

Paul Kassulke
ABC Organization

A member of the first graduating class of 
The American Band College in 1994, Paul 
assumed a full time position with Western 
International Band Clinic, Inc. in 2007 
and is employed through Sam Houston 
State University of Huntsville, Texas.

He has served as band and choir director 
of  Lutheran Schools in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota for 30 years. He earned a B.S. 
in Education from Dr. Martin Lutheran 
College of New Ulm, MN and his masters 
degree from the American Band College 
program of Southern Oregon University. 

He is currently Director of Operations for 
the American Band College, Bandworld 
Magazine and Western International 
Band Clinic. Paul has been a member of 
the ABC Grad staff since 1999 and the 
WIBC operation staff since 2000. He is 
also the supervisor of the four 150-mem-
ber Honor Bands of WIBC that are select-
ed from nearly 1000 auditions.

For the July 4th concert, Paul organizes 
and conducts our annual Presentation 
of the Flags ceremony featuring a grand 
procession of more than 50 flags repre-
senting the states, countries and military 
service branches attending ABC.

ABC 2015 Concerts:
7:30 p.m. June 25 Craterian, Medford

8:00 p.m. July 4 AHS Stadium, Ashland



Jim Connell
ABC Advisory Board

Jim Connell was born and educated in Eng-
land, where at an early age learned he had a 
passion for business and the development 
of companies. He is the former Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of the maga-
zine Division of the Argus Press Group; 
having had responsibility for multiple 
magazine, book and computer software 
publishing companies. 

After moving to the USA, he founded 
Connell Communications Inc. in 1987, a 
company that has launched market leading 
consumer magazines in entertainment, 
music and the natural and organic 
marketplaces. 

As a previous international formula motor 
racing and rally competitor in England, he 
now enjoys exploring southern Oregon and 
traveling abroad with his wife Holly, as well 
as visiting their three children. He joined 
the Advisory Board of ABC/WIBC in 2013.

Ted Burton
ABC Organization

A staff member with 
both ABC and WIBC 
the past 15 years, Ted 
is a 2000 graduate 
of ABC. Just retired 
after 34 years of 
teaching, he joined 
us full-time in June 
2015. Over the years, 
you’ve seen him frequently, featured as a clari-
net soloist with our jazz, dixieland and concert 
bands.

Tim Lautzenheiser
ABC Advisory Board

Well-known in the music education world as 
a teacher, clinician, author, composer, and 
clinician, Dr. Tim’s career as a band director 
includes ten years of university teaching in 
Michigan, Missouri, and New Mexico. He 
served three years as Executive Director of 
Marching Bands of America and is president 
of Attitude Concepts for Today. 

He is currently the Vice President  of 
Education for the Conn-Selmer Company. 
He has served as a member of the Western 
International Band Clinic Board of 
Directors since 1985 and presents clin-
ics at the American Band College of Sam 
Houston State University in Ashland, 
Oregon. In 2000 he was elected as an 
Associate Member of the American 
Bandmasters Association.

Dr. Tim was  a key figure in formation of the 
American Band College in 1989 presenting 
clinics every year from 1989-2010.

Mike Bankhead
ABC Advisory Board

Retired Commander & Conductor 
of the United States Air Force Band, 
Washington D.C., Col. Bankhead is now 
Chairman of the Department of Music 
at Utah State University. Prior to this 
appointment he was Chairman of the 
Department of Music at Cal State Univ. 
Chico and later  at Sam Houston State 
University (Texas). He has also been active 
in extensive development of international 
music events and appears frequently as a 
guest conductor and clinician. 

He is an elected member of the presti-
gious American Bandmasters Association. 
In addition to appearances at Western 
International Band Clinic, he serves as an 
American Band College guest faculty mem-
ber of the Sam Houston State University 
masters degree program in Ashland, 
Oregon where he conducts the Directors’ 
Bands for guest soloists and serves as MC.

ABC Operational Staff

Steve Accatino	 1995 Grad

Carolyn Accatino	 Since 2008

Ted Burton		  2000 Grad

Dan Davey		  2011 Grad

Danielle Davey	 2010 Grad

Doug Ham		  Since 2010

Jay Jones		  1998 Grad

Kay Kassulke		  Since 2008

Cathi Leibinger	 1999 Grad

Elizabeth Lonergan	 2002 Grad

Angel McDonald	 Since 1992

Mark Morette		  Since 2014

Nell McKee		  Since 1989	

Randy McKee		  Since 2005

Marianne Robison	 1996 Grad

Ron Simmons		  Since 2013

Tracy Wright		  2004 Grad

Awna Zegzdryn	 Since 2010



June 25th Program
Symphonic Suite..................................................  Clifton Williams 

Lambs’ March.................................................. John Philip Sousa
edited Schissel

	
Loras Schissel, Conductor 

La Chasse (Galop Brillante)..................................... Wilhelm Popp
arr. Garner

Marianne Gedigian, Flute
Mike Bankhead, Conductor

Korean Folksongs from Jeju Island.................................... Frank Ticheli

San Antonio Dances (2)............................................ Frank Ticheli
Frank Ticheli, Conductor

Flute Flight............................................................Mike Davis
   Flight of the Bumblebee
   Habenera from “Carmen”
   Rakes of Mallow

Jim Walker, Flute
Marianne Gedigian, Flute

Mike Bankhead, Conductor



Intermission
Allerseelen	..........................................................Richard Strauss

trans. A. O. Davis

The Dauntless Battalion........................................ John Philip Sousa	
arr. Schissel

Loras Schissel, Conductor 

Dancing on Water................................................... Frank Ticheli

Peace	................................................................ Frank Ticheli

Nitro	................................................................ Frank Ticheli

Frank Ticheli, Conductor

American Flute Salute.............................................. David Mairs	
Jim Walker, Flute

Mike Bankhead, Conductor

The Stars and Stripes Forever.................................... John Philip Sousa
arr. & adapted Brion/Schissel

Loras Schissel , Conductor
Gedigian & Walker, Piccolo

ABC Band-Choir



Flute
Anna Barnes	 Oxford	 AL
Lisa Camilleri	 Grand Rapids	 MI
Benjamin Cooper	 Stockton	 CA
Kristin Cudzewicz	 Hartland	 WI
Naomi Feldman	 Waterloo	 IA
Michele Frye	 Milford	 MA
Skylar  Garcia	 Wenatchee	 WA
Lacie Hovland	 Red Lake Falls	 MN
Michael Keough	 Wrentham	 MA
Joann Kinder	 Fort Pierce	 FL
Teri Martin	 Holly	 MI
Krista Moore	 Clovis	 CA
Kristen Pallas	 Modesto	 CA
Kathryn Sare	 Commerce Twp	 MI
Sharon Wee Theng Tan		                         Singapore
Max Taylor	 Hamburg	 NJ

Oboe
Kelsey Chinn	 Port St Lucie	 FL
Steven Hugley	 Grenada	 MS
Elizabeth  Warriner	 Lansing	 MI

Bassoon
Sarah Azevedo	 San Jose	 CA
Steven Brazier	 Mesa	 AZ
Adam Gruschow	 Plymouth	 MA
Stewart Schlazer	 Forest Grove	 OR
Mandy Tomlinson	 Garden City	 KS

Clarinet
Julieanne Amos	 Needville	 TX
Jason Atha	 Auburn	 GA
Philip Bossenberger	 Dover	 TN
Randall Brady	 Blackfoot	 ID
Whitney Brainard	 Burnips 	 MI
Sarah Butler	 Seattle	 WA
Earl Cato	 Mountain View	 CA
James Cavan	 Richfield	 UT
Joseph Coughlin	 River Falls	 WI
Jeremy Durst	 Medford	 OR
Phill Erickson	 Roseville 	 MN
Alexander Hancock	 Cashmere	 WA
Jacob Hartman	 Marion	 OH
Sarah Kaal	 Olympia	 WA
Sarah Kjorlien	 Casa Grande	 AZ
Linden Lantz	 Nashville	 TN
Tina Lapointe	 Methuen 	 MA
Ben Leavitt	 Aurora	 CO
Brian Mabry	 Tempe	 AZ
Michelle McGuire	 Bergenfield	 NJ
Jennifer  Merritt 	 Madison	 AL
Celia Denine Napper	 Murfreesboro	 TN
Deanna Nikirk	 Smithtown	 NY
Jeremy Olisar	 Waynesburg	 PA
John Rosner	 Elk River	 MN
Daniel Sandt	 Covina	 CA
Stephanie Sheppard	 Tacoma	 WA
Andrea Teske	 Portland	 OR
Ryan Uldall	 Salem	 WA
Ryan Watt	 Hancock	 MI
Matthew Wendell	 Spanish Fork	 UT
Amy Ziegenhorn	 Avondale	 AZ

Bass Clarinet
Dennis Aquilina	 San Francisco	 CA
Seth Bates	 Adairsville	 GA
Theresa  Caliri	 South Easton	 MA

Alto Sax
Steve Alguire	 Phoenix	 AZ
Daniel Bigler	 Spanish Fork	 UT
Ronald Bowman	 San Jose	 CA

Christopher Brandt	 Brainerd	 MN
Brenda Hascall	 Nipomo	 CA
Tharon Knowlton	 Paynesville	 MN
Elizabeth Matta	 Bath	 ME
Matthew Mattice	 Marietta	 GA
Garson Olivieri	 Lompoc	 CA
David Polnick	 Spring	 TX
William Townsend	 Kentwood	 MI
Jon Waite	 Milwaukee	 WI
Mitchell Way	 San Diego	 CA

Tenor Sax
John Bennett	 Grand Blanc	 MI
Steven Blake	 Monroe	 WA
Maurice Limon	 Azusa	 CA
Andrew Loretz	 Plymouth	 MA
Luke McHan	 Altoona	 AL
Ashley Stevens	 Ran. Santa Marg.	 CA

Baritone Sax
Paul DeSimone	 Petoskey	 MI
Marty Hansen	 Three Forks	 MT
Kyle Miller	           Marshall Islands

Trumpet
Charles Blinn	 New Brighton	 MN
Russell Bly	 Waldorf	 MD
Peter Briggs	 Sumner	 WA
Dan Carpenter	 Somerset	 KY
Joseph Chouinard	 Harrison Township	 MI
Christopher Coughlin	 Scottsdale	 AZ
Caitlin Curran	 Redlands	 CA
Jared Davis	 Clarksville	 AR
Jeremy Fermin	 Midway	 GA
Adam Hancock	 Spokane	 WA
Kevin Hebert	 Chapin	 SC
Josh Hetzel	 Keokuk	 IA
Kevin Huseth	 Lakefield	 MN
Wilber Ibarra	 Los Angeles	 CA
Jeremy Kelsey	 Spring	 TX
Anthony Marvelli	 Sacramento	 CA
Jessica Matthews	 Suwanee	 GA
Justin Milota	 Bakersfield	 CA
Jason Orchard	 Clovis	 CA
Joseph Padawan	 Ballwin	 MO
Daniel Palomino	 Camarillo	 CA
John Ryszka	 Shelley	 ID
Scott Schwarz	 Pasadena	 CA
Burke Shouse	 Maryville	 MO
Daniel Thomson	 Novato	 CA
Thomas Torrento	 Ferndale	 MI
Jeremy White	 Modesto	 CA
Kathryn Wilson	 Gainesville	 GA

Horn
William  Arciniega	 Rancho Cucamonga	 CA
David Borok	 Sherman Oaks	 CA
Aaron Cole	 Rochester	 MN
Brittany Dacy	 Cedar Park	 TX
Paul Dunsmoor	 Hermiston	 OR
James Harper	 Olympia	 WA
Alisan Hastey	 Plumas Lake	 CA
Michael Helgeson	 Slayton	 MN
Christopher Leeson	 Victoria, BC         Canada
Timothy Miner	 Miami	 FL
Morgan Moscati	 Chevy Chase	 MD
Bryan Ringo	 Lovelock	 NV
Ellie Rohlck	 Baxter	 IA
Taryn Smith	 Springfield	 MA
Elizabeth  Udell	 Anderson	 SC
Nathaniel Vanoy	 Cleveland	 TN

Trombone
Chris Argotsinger	 Farmington	 NM
Matthew Boiteau	 Lexington	 SC

Monique Davis	 Clarksville	 AR
Steven De Vries 	 Victoria, BC         Canada
Spencer  Finch	 Bluff City	 TN
Aaron  Garland	 Ellijay	 GA
David Green	 Bakersfield	 CA
Keith Hunter	 Sunnyvale	 CA
Crystal Hurt	 Cartersville	 GA
Conrad Hutchings	 Gray	 ME
Mario Jativa	 La Mesa	 CA
Jay Jehl	 Charleston	 SC
Paul Johnson	 Auburn	 WA
Travis Kelly	 Columbia	 SC
Justin Leclerc	 North Kingstown	 RI
Elizabeth MacKenzie	 Wareham	 MA
Levi Mazurek	 Spokane	 WA
Rick Olson	 Hinckley	 MN
Denver  Rawson	 Victoria, BC         Canada
Fred Sylvester	 Calhoun	 GA
Michael Tramm	 San Marcos	 CA
Terry Tucker	 Fort Lupton	 CO

Euphonium
Brandon Bondley	 Jamestown	 ND
Ann Dorgan	 Stoughton	 MA
Daniel Jarvis	 Rural Hall	 NC
Adam Killham	 Omaha	 NE
Matthew Stout	 Tucson	 AZ
David Wing	 North Port	 FL
Nathan Behm-Newhard	Ankeny	 IA
Jonathan Bletscher	 Stanwood	 WA
Andrew Fantucchio	 North Attleboro	 MA
Brian Fischer	 Cincinnati	 OH
Michael Harrison	 Rathdrum	 ID
David Keller	 Greenville	 SC
James Koestler, Jr.	 Florence	 MS
Jeremy  Krug	 Lenexa	 KS
Matthew Pacheco	 Swansea	 MA
Natan Simon	 Phoenix	 AZ
Steven Wilson	 Colony	 KS
Kenneth Winschel	 St Peters	 MO

Tuba
Matthew Bock	 Mesa	 AZ
Michael Burrows	 Corona	 CA
Luke Diebolt	 Lemon Grove	 CA
Tyler Findley	 Florence	 MS
Jayme Hayes	 Winfield	 KS
Sanford Jones	 Düsseldorf        Germany
Paul Lewis	 Seoul                         Korea
Nicolas Propes	 LeClaire	 IA
Roger Simpson	 Lexington	 SC
Scott Sutherland	 Redondo Beach	 CA
John Twernbold	 Litchfield	 MN

Percussion
Ricky Alegria	 San Jose	 CA
Brandon Anderson	 Shelbyville	 IN
Chad Austin	 Brandon	 MS
Brett Benson	 Bloomington	 MN
Daniel Bryan	 Modesto	 CA
Francis Fazio	 Leicester	 MA
Steve Graves	 Cypress	 CA
Coralyn Grueb	 Mansfield	 MA
Monike Hill	 Davenport	 IA
Ryan  Miller	 Cedar Springs	 MI
Jonathan Munroe	 Attleboro	 MA
Gregory Napper	 Murfreesboro	 TN
Christopher Newbury	 Pasco	 WA
Scott Palmer	 Chanhassen	 MN
Michael Reetz	 Eugene	 OR
Christopher Sakowski	 Eureka	 MO
Jeff Weaver	 Victoria, BC         Canada

ABC 2015 Bands Personnel



Development of the Master’s Degree
Launched as a workshop for band direc-
tors in the summer of 1989, only 26 at-
tended. By 1992, then President of South-
ern Oregon University, Joseph Cox,  had 
created an empty-shell degree concept 
through the Oregon State Board of Higher 
Ed and ABC instantly qualified. Within 6 
months we had the degree formulated and 
had six  would-be candidates from 1991 
plus seven new students form the basis of 
the new degree program.

In 1994 the first graduating class of six 
completed the degree by taking exit writ-
ten and oral exams. From that class, Elva 
K. Lance later became Director of Bands 
at Mississippi State University and Paul 
Kassulke joined ABC/Bandworld/WIBC 
full-time in 2007 as Director of Opera-
tions.

In the early years the ABC Band was a 
combination of attending directors, with 
a few working on the degree, and com-
munity musicians who helped fill out the 
instrumentation for public concerts. By 
2002, we found it necessary to split to two 
bands with over 175 attendees including 
140 master’s candidates.

In 2010, the American Band College pro-
gram realigned with Sam Houston State 
University of Huntsville, Texas with over 
200 full-time candidates in the program. By 
August of 2015, our graduate total will reach 
860 with 65 in the graduating class.

Guest Composers and Conductors
One of ABC’s greatest assets is its im-
mersion program concept that allows 
candidates to study with 24 of the world’s 
finest teachers each summer. This faculty 
includes experts on each of the band in-
struments as well as top conductors who 
lecture on conducting and serve as as-
sessment faculty as each of our candidates 
conducts music with one of the two bands. 
Candidate work prior to the start of ABC 
makes it possible for them to conduct and 
prepare music for the visiting guest con-
ductors and soloists who will appear on the 
public concerts (June 25 and July 4).

Over the years guests have included some 
of the best known composers in our busi-
ness:
	 Alfred Reed	 Warren Barker
	 Johan de Meij	 Jan Van der Roost
	 Francis McBeth	 James Barnes
	 James Curnow	 David Holsinger	
	 Robert W. Smith	 Frank Ticheli
	 Ralph Hultgren	 Frank Erickson
	 Brian Balmages	 John O’Reilly
	 To name only a few

And finest conductors:
	 Arnald Gabriel	 Anthony Maiello
	 Ray Cramer	 Peter Boonshaft
	 Paula Crider	 James Keene
	 Frank Wickes	 Robert Ponto
	 Lowell Graham	 Bruce Dinkins
	 Mike Bankhead	 Frederick Fennell
	 And dozens more.

Soloists have included:
	 Doc Severinsen	    Allen Vizzutti
	 Bobby Shew	    Yolanda Pelzer
	 Boston Brass	 Dallas Brass
	 Brian Bowman	 Eugene Rousseau
	 Marianne Gedigian	 Jim Walker
	 Robert Spring	 Scott Plugge
	 Dale Underwood	 Canadian Brass
	 Pat Sheridan	 Sam Pilafian
	 And many, many more
	
Commissions & Premieres

As early as 1990, ABC frequently did first-
performances of new pieces written by Hol-
lywood composer, Warren Barker. 

In 2006, Johan de Meij premiered his set-
ting of Patrick Doyle’s music from “Henry 
V”. In 2007, “Dublin Dances” was com-
missioned and composer, Jan Van der 
Roost from Belgium conducted the pre-
miere. A year later the ABC class of 2008 
commissioned Robert W. Smith to write 
the official march (To the Max). In 2010, 
an ABC Consortium Commission resulted 
in the premiere performance of Johan de 
Meij’s “At Kitty O’Shea’s”.

The 25th anniversary year of 2013 in-
cluded four world premier performances 
including the Johan de Meij/Bill Whelan 
band setting of “Riverdance” plus “Five 
by Five” for the 3 trumpet soloists, “Amer-
ican Anthem” for Arnald Gabriel & “Cara-
van Fantasy“ for Doc Severinsen. And so 
it goes!

ABC—A Short History

ABC/SHSU Grad Class of 2014

de Meij 2010 Finale: At Kitty O’Shea’s

Canadian Brass with ABC in 2014



Conductor Timothy Rhea
The American conductor, Dr. Timothy Rhea, earned the Bachelor of Music Education with honors from 
the University of Arkansas and his Master of Music in Wind Conducting from Texas Tech University. 
During his time at Texas Tech, he served as assistant conductor of the University Symphonic Band and 
graduate assistant director and musical arranger to the Texas Tech University Marching Band. Rhea 
was awarded the Doctor of Musical Arts in Wind Conducting and Composition from the University of 
Houston in May 1999. 

He joined the Texas A&M University band staff in June 1993, and assumed his position of Director 
of Bands in 2002. He has conducted the Texas A&M University Wind Symphony at the Texas Music 
Educators Association, the College Band Directors National Association, and the American Bandmasters 

Association conventions. Under his direction, the band has performed concerts in England, Ireland, Austria, Germany, and the 
Czech Republic.

In addition to conducting, Timothy Rhea maintains a very successful career as an arranger and composer. His output of compositions 
and arrangements numbers over 300.  He is an elected member of the prestigious American Bandmasters Association and is currently 
on the Board of Directors of the National Band Association. His Texas A&M Band performed at the 2012 Western International Band 
Clinic in Seattle following his 2010 appearance as a guest conductor of the four high school honor bands at WIBC. 

Clarinetist Robert Spring

Dr. Robert Spring has been described as “one of this coun-
try’s most sensitive and talented clarinetists,”Arizona 
Republic, “dazzled his audience...flawless technique”, The 
Clarinet Magazine, and “a formidable soloist...played with 
great emotional life” Copenhagen, Denmark, Politiken.  The 
Instrumentalist Mag-azine says of his recording, “Dragon’s 
Tongue”, a CD of virtuoso music for clarinet and wind band. 
Fanfare Magazine says of the CD, “Tarantelle,” music that the 
famous violinist Jascha Heifetz recorded on violin, being per-
formed on clarinet, “This recording was meant to amaze and, 
man, it succeeds.”

The America Record Guide writes about his recent recording 
of the Copland Clarinet Concerto, “Spring is fabulous in the 
Copland. His phrasing is elegant swing tailored with great flow 
and a spread of tone colors and expressive subtleties. 

Spring attended the University of Michigan where he was award-
ed three degrees, including the Doctor of Musical Arts degree. 
He was recently awarded the “Citation of Merit Award” from 
the School of Music Alumni Society. His teachers included John 
Mohler, David Shifrin and Paul Shaller. Spring has performed as 
a recitalist or soloist with symphony orchestras and wind bands 
in the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia and South America. 
He frequently serves as clinician and adjudicator and teaches on 
the faculties of several summer music festivals. He has published 
numerous articles on multiple articulation and other contempo-
rary clarinet techniques.

Spring was President of the International Clarinet Association 
from 1998-2000 and has performed for numerous International 
Clarinet Association conventions. He hosted the 1995 
International Clarinet Association ClarinetFest at Arizona State 
University where he is presently Evelyn Smith Professor of 
Clarinet. Dr. Spring is also principal clarinet of the ProMusic 
Chamber Orchestra of Columbus, OH. He is a Buffet Artist, 
and plays the Buffet Greenline Clarinet exclusively.

Tonight he appears as Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw and the 
represents the unique clarinet sound of the Glenn Miller Band. 
He will also be featured performing the unique Klezmer style of 
clarinet playing and will join Patrick Sheridan in a jam session 
on Sing, Sing, Sing.



Soloist Conductor Robert Ponto
Robert Ponto is associate professor 
of conducting and assistant dean for 
admission and recruitment at the 
University of Oregon. Originally  from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he received 
degrees from the University of Michi-
gan and the University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire. Prior to his appointment 
at the University of Oregon in 1992, 

Ponto held conducting/teaching posts at the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music, East Carolina University, Pacific 
Lutheran University, and in the public schools of Minne-
sota.

Ponto’s frequent appearances as guest conductor include 
the Detroit Chamber Winds, the Interlochen Arts Acad-
emy Band, and numerous state and regional honor bands 
throughout the United States. Ponto has also earned respect 
as a creative and inspiring teacher of conducting, working 
with students throughout the United States, Canada, and the 
United Kingdom. His ensembles have appeared at state, re-
gional, and national MENC conferences, regional CBDNA 
conferences, and at the Bang On A Can contemporary music 
festival in New York City. He is a frequent guest conductor 
at both ABC and WIBC while also serving as assessment 
faculty for ABC candidate conducting the past 12 years.

Showmaster Patrick Sheridan
Patrick Sheridan is one of the most celebrated 
soloists in his instrument’s history. He has 
performed more than 3,000 concerts in over 
50 countries in venues ranging from the 
White House to NBA half-time shows to the 
Hollywood Bowl.

At 20 years of age, Patrick became a member of 
“The President’s Own” United States Marine 
Band. During his military service, he thrilled 

audiences across the United States with his amazing virtuosity and 
musicianship as one of the band’s primary soloists. Beyond his busy 
performing life, Mr. Sheridan’s commitment to education is exten-
sive. His wind students occupy principal positions in major interna-
tional ensembles including orchestras in Amsterdam, Berlin, Vienna, 
Rome, Paris, Madrid, Tokyo, Hong Kong, and many others. Along 
with Sam Pilafian, Patrick is the co-author of the world’s best sell-
ing breathing method for instrumental improvement, The Breathing 
Gym. He is also co-author of the GIA publication, Leadership 
Success, with Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser. Mr. Sheridan is currently on 
the music faculties at Arizona State University and UCLA. In the 
Phoenix community, Patrick serves as the Music Director of The Salt 
River Brass. Mr. Sheridan also works as a composer and arranger as 
well as a design consultant for Jupiter Band Instruments.

This marks his sixth appearance at the American Band College.

Acknowledgements

Our special thanks to Cripple Creek Music for help 
with instruments and ticket sales.

Our special thanks to Butler SuperSaver for help 
with vehicles and transportation.

Whether you’re taking a family road trip, moving 
across town, or just hauling more people than usual 
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counts.  In Ashland and Medford.  Open 7 days a week.

	 Butler’s SuperSaver Rent-A-Car                                                
	 1899 Highway 99 N, Ashland, OR 97520
	 (541) 482-2521 • www.supersaverrentacar.com



The ABC 4th of July

8:00 p.m. Presentation of the Flags

                
	 Scott McKee	 Paul Kassulke	 Tracy Wright

Burn conducted by Scott McKee
Wedding March conducted by Paul Kassulke
Proud to Serve narrated by Tracy Wright
The Star Spangled Banner

The flags of 36 states 
The flags of 5 foreign countries & all military branches

8:15 p.m. Showmaster, Patrick Sheridan

    
Patrick Sheridan	 Timothy Rhea

Esprit de Corps conducted Pat Sheridan
Chorale & Shaker Dance conducted by Tim Rhea

8:40 p.m. 1940s Clarinet Soloist
Bugle Call Rag  conducted by Robert Ponto
Featuring The Benny Goodman Band
Moonlight Serenade • The Glenn Miller Band
Featuring Bob Spring, Clarinet Soloist

   
	 Robert Spring	 Robert Ponto

Irish tune from County Derry • Tim Rhea
Fire of Eternal Glory • Tim Rhea

9:00 p.m. America the Beautiful

   
America the Beautiful, Vocal & Narration
Featuring the ABC Band & Choir
Narrated by Tracy Wright
Conducted by Tim Rhea 

9:10 p.m. Klezmer Clarinet

    
	Robert Spring	 Robert Ponto	 Timothy Rhea

Klezmer clarinet feature: Bob Spring with Bob Ponto
The Sinfonians conducted by Tim Rhea
In the Miller Mood conducted by Bob Ponto

Co-Sponsored

Chamber of Commerce



Star Spangled Spectacular
9:35 p.m. Tuba Features

 
	 Pat Sheridan	 Max McKee 

Serenade conducted by Max McKee
Stardust performed by Patrick Sheridan
Flight of the Tuba Bee performed by Pat Sheridan
Crosley march conducted by Tim Rhea

9:45 p.m. More 1940s Features

 
The Artie Shaw Concerto with Robert Spring
Sing, Sing, Sing featuring Pat Sheridan & Bob Spring
ABC Concert & Big Bands, Bob Ponto conducting

10:00 p.m. Ashland Fireworks Show

To the Max, Patrick Sheridan, Conductor 
Easter Monday Tim Rhea, Conductor
Pride of the Wolverines, Bob Ponto, Conductor
The Stars & Stripes Forever, Pass-the-Baton
	

Tradition: Ashland’s 4th of July Parade
For the past 26 years, the American Band College has participated 
in the 4th of July parade in Ashland, Oregon. When we started in 
1989, we used two hay trucks and my personal Ford pickup to carry 
the band of about 40 players. Over the years, we eventually set up 
a permanent batch of three 18-wheeler flatbed trucks to carry the 
nearly 200 musicians and many family members.

Until 2008, the ABC Bands played Goldman’s famous “On the 
Mall” march that includes a singing and whistling part for the 
audience. That year, famed band composer Robert W. Smith was 
commissioned by ABC’s graduating class to write the official march 
for the American Band College. 

For the final strain of the new march (entitled “To the Max”), he
composed a mate tune that makes it possible to sing both melodies
at the same time as a way of keeping an old tradition alive.



Around Past ABCs

Having fun before the June 25, 2013 concert: Max
McKee, Johan de Meij, Arnald D. Gabriel, Paula Crider, 
Paul Kassulke and Scott McKee.

The ABC Dixieland Band at the July 4th concert.

ABC families celebrate “On the Trucks” • 4th of July

Celebrating after the Certification Ceremony

ABC 25th anniversary concert: Bobby Shew, Doc Severinsen & Allen Vizzutti.

Join us for the magic of ABC 2016
	 June 18-July 5, 2016 v American Band College v Ashland, OR
	 Master of Conducting (3 summers) v Sam Houston State University

	 Contact:
	 scottmckee@bandworld.org	 v	 (541) 778-4880

	 paulkassulke@bandworld.org	 v	 (541) 778-3161
	 tedburton@bandworld.org	 v	 (541) 815-1125

	 maxmckee@bandworld.org	 v	 (541) 840-4888
	 www.bandworld.org   v  407 Terrace St., Ashland, OR 97520


