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Select a swing style big band tune such as 
“Flight of the Foo Bird” from the album 
E=mc2: Basie Plays Neal Hefti which will 
be used for this demonstration.

The object of the plan is to get your drum-
mers to listen to a recording repeatedly, 
but have them focus their attention on 
specific elements as follows:

1. How many total measures of music are 
in this tune?

2. Indicate the major sections in the tune 
such as Intro: measures 1-8; main mel-
ody:measures 9-25 played twice; solo 
section measures 26-48, etc

3. What instruments are playing and are 
they melody or accompaniment? 

Intro: solo piano, measures 9-25: main 
melody in saxophones with trumpets and 
trombones accompanying. Measures 26-48: 
first time tenor solo, second time trumpet 
solo, etc.

4. Try to get the student to scat sing the 
melody and accompaniment lines.

 Good luck with this one, but as the old 

saying goes, “If you can sing it, you can 
play it!” It holds true for percussionists as 
well as any other instrumentalist.

5. What instrument is the drummer play-
ing in each major section of the selection? 
Measures 9-25: hi hat played open and 
closed and snare drum with stick on the 
head; measures 26-48: first time ride cym-
bal and snare drum with stick laid across 
the rim making a “click” sound, etc.

6. Try to write out the drum part. What 
rhythms are being played with the 
right hand during measures x-y? Is 
it the standard jazz “ride” beat or is 
it something else? Is there interplay 
between the snare drum and bass 
drum? If so, try to write it out. The 
end result will be a fully written out 
drum set part to the selection.

How long will this project take? One 
student may do it in an evening, another 
may take several weeks or even longer. 
However, during the course of the project 
the student will have listened to a good 
example of “swing” drumming many, many, 
many, many, many... (well, you get the idea) 
times. AND their attention will be focused 
on a specific element of the selection.
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